
 

Monday 23 October 2017 
 

Airline boss to lead Tennis 
 
Tennis Australia has elected its first female President and Chair. Jetstar Group CEO Jayne Hrdlicka 
was elected to the role this morning, replacing retiring President and Chair, Chris Freeman AM. 
 
“I am really excited to accept this position and look forward to working with the Tennis Australia 
Board, management and our Member Associations on growing tennis,” Ms Hrdlicka said.  
 
“The future of our sport is very bright. A great foundation has been established and we have some 
tremendous leadership at all levels of the game. I want to bring that all together in a highly 
collaborative and transparent environment.” 
 
In a Members’ vote, held during the Tennis Australia Annual General Meeting in Melbourne this 
morning, Tennis Australia Board Director of three years, Ken Laffey from Queensland, was re-
elected alongside newcomer, Queensland businessman and Tennis Queensland Board member 
Peter Robertson. Highly-credentialed audit and risk specialist Janice van Reyk was also confirmed 
as a Board-appointed director. 
 
Tennis Australia CEO Craig Tiley formally thanked outgoing Chair Chris Freeman for nearly 15 years 
of service. 
 
“Chris has made a major contribution to tennis and leaves a tremendous legacy for which we are all 
extremely grateful,” Tiley said. 
 
“I want to congratulate Jayne, Ken and Peter and look forward to working with the new Board.” 
 
Mr Freeman, who took over as Chair of Tennis Australia in April this year, is renowned for his passion 
for both tennis and the arts. He holds many prominent Board positions and in January 2018 will 
transition into the role as Chair of the Queensland Symphony Orchestra. 
 
Ms Hrdlicka was appointed to the Tennis Australia Board in January 2016 and has an outstanding 
professional career with experience in a variety of sectors, including aviation, tourism, retail and 
technology orientated businesses. 
 
She has been the CEO of the Jetstar Group since 2012 and from November 2017, Ms Hrdlicka will 
move to become the new CEO of Qantas Loyalty and Digital Ventures, which will now also include 
innovation. 
 
Mr Robertson has been a Director of Tennis Queensland since 2010. He is company director of 
national bedding company Sleepy’s and founding director of agri-software company Saltbush and 
niche commercial property developer Renard Developments. 
 
Mr Laffey served on the Tennis Queensland Board between 1999-2006 and 2008-2014 as a director 
and then as President from 2009-2014. In that time he worked tirelessly towards furthering the game 
for the benefit of all Queenslanders. 
 



 

He was elected to the Tennis Australia board in October 2014 and brought with him a lifetime of 
experience and involvement in the tennis industry as a player, coach, administrator, facility builder, 
owner and operator, tournament promotor and director and referee of state and national titles. 
 
Peter Robertson 
Tennis Queensland Director since November 2010  
Co-founder Saltbush Software (1980-1991)  
Co-founder Renard Developments Pty Ltd (1990-Current) 
Co-founder Emission Capital Management Ltd (2010-Current)  
Member of St Margaret’s School Council (2011-2015)  
Former member and chair, Brisbane City Works Board (2001-2006)  
Former member, Brisbane City Council Business Group Board (2003-2005)  
Co-founder Golf Central BNE (2010-Current)  
Director, Sleepy’s Pty Ltd (2015-Current) 
 
Ken Laffey 
Director, Tennis Australia (since 2014) 
Past Director, Tennis Queensland (1999-2006, 2008-2014) 
Past President, Tennis Queensland (2009-2014) 
Member Representative, Tennis Australia (2009-2014) 
Professional Tennis Coach 
Qualified Tennis Official 
Past President, Tennis Coaches Australia (QLD) (1992-1993) 
Owner and manager, Laffs Mt Gravatt Tennis Centre (1979-2013) 
Founder and President, Queensland Tennis Centres Association (1990) 
Founder and President, Tennis Brisbane (1996-2006) 
 
The Tennis Australia Board now comprises:  

 Jayne Hrdlicka, President / Chair 
 Harold Mitchell AC, Vice President / Deputy Chair 

 Graham Bradley AM 

 Diane Grady AM 
 Greg Hutchinson 
 Ken Laffey 
 Elizabeth Minogue 
 Peter Robertson 

 Janice van Reyk 
 
- ends - 
 
For further media information please contact: 
Rehaneh de Kretser, Tennis Australia, rdekretser@tennis.com.au, 0466 376 803 
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Monday 23 October 2017 
 

Jetstar CEO to lead new era for Tennis Australia Board 
 
New Tennis Australia Board President and Chair Jayne Hrdlicka is keen to lead the sport into a new 
era of growth and prosperity. 
 
The Jetstar Group CEO was this morning elected to the role until 2020 following the retirement of 
Chris Freeman AM. 
 
Ms Hrdlicka is the first female to lead the TA Board in the national organisation’s history. 
 
Appointed to the Board in January 2016, Ms Hrdlicka brings an outstanding career track record to 
the role with experience in a variety of sectors, including aviation, tourism, retail and technology 
orientated businesses.  
 
She has been the CEO of the Melbourne-based Jetstar Group, a wholly owned subsidiary of the 
Qantas Group, since 2012 which includes Jetstar’s international and domestic operations in Australia 
and New Zealand and Jetstar-branded airlines in Singapore, Japan and Vietnam. From November 
2017, Ms Hrdlicka will move from CEO of Jetstar Group to become CEO of Qantas Loyalty and Digital 
Ventures, which will now also include innovation. 
 
Ms Hrdlicka said her initial focus would be on collaboration and transparency, as well as continued 
momentum in sport participation and performance. 
 
“We have strong leadership across the sport and we need everyone working together to deliver 
great outcomes around Australia. 
 
“Tennis Australia has undergone an unprecedented period of growth this past decade. Craig Tiley 
and his team have done a remarkable job to develop and promote Australian tennis across the 
world. 
   
“There is a great foundation upon which to build the future success of the sport. That involves the 
growth of the Australian Open, Australian Open Series, continually enabling our national teams to 
achieve their best, helping identify and nurture the next generation of talent, working closely with 
the nation’s coaches, growing the participation base throughout the nation and ensuring tennis is 
the sport of choice for our kids. 
 
“We can only do that together as a unified tennis community, communicating regularly and 
following a well-constructed strategy,” she explained. 
 
Ms Hrdlicka joined Qantas in 2010 holding several senior executive roles and is a member of the 
Qantas Group Executive Committee. She is a former Non-Executive Director of Woolworths, was a 
senior partner with management consulting firm Bain & Company in the United States and held 
roles in Asia and Australia. 
 
- ends - 
 
For further media information please contact: 
Rehaneh de Kretser, Tennis Australia, rdekretser@tennis.com.au, 0466 376 803  
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Chris Freeman retires from Tennis Australia Board 
 
Prominent businessman and arts leader Chris Freeman AM today retired from the Tennis Australia 
Board having served his full term. 
 
Mr Freeman, who took over as Chair of Tennis Australia in April this year, is renowned for his passion 
for tennis and the arts. 
 
A fan of the sport since the age of eight, Mr Freeman represented Queensland in the Bruce Cup as a 
junior player. His love for tennis has never waned and his direct involvement in developing 
Queensland’s $100 million state tennis centre, putting the state back on the tennis calendar, is a 
proud achievement. 
 
“Personally, I am immensely proud to have been involved with tennis for a period that is almost 15 
years. The sport of tennis is not unlike many components of a global business which will constantly 
challenge us all on many fronts. We should welcome these challenges and indeed our response and 
leadership in the way we do this will ensure that Australia is recognised as a great tennis nation,” Mr 
Freeman said today in his address at the Annual General Meeting. 
 
He has been a key member of the Tennis Australia Board since 2007 and served as Vice President 
from 2012. His contribution to the direction and strategy of the company has helped drive the 
organisation through its greatest growth period during the last decade. 
 
Tennis Australia CEO Craig Tiley today paid glowing tribute to the man. 
 
"The contribution Chris has made to our organisation and the great sport of tennis has been nothing 
short of incredible. We will all continue to benefit from his input for generations to come," Mr Tiley 
said. 
 
"It is hard to find people with the passion and expertise such as Chris and we are honoured to have 
had him dedicate himself to our service." 
 
About Chris Freeman AM: 
Mr Freeman, a former Tennis Queensland Board member, was granted a Tennis Queensland Life 
Membership in October 2011 for his efforts and dedication to tennis. In 2007 he was elected onto 
the Tennis Australia Board and took on the role of Vice President in 2012. He served the role as Chair 
since the resignation of Steve Healy in April 2017. 
 
In the 2009 Queen’s Birthday honours, Mr Freeman was awarded a Member in the General Division 
of the Order of Australia (AM) for service to the urban property development industry, and to the 
community through arts and cultural organisations.  
 
As the CEO for Mirvac’s Queensland operations, and a member of the Group’s Executive Committee, 
Chris Freeman was instrumental in directing the growth of Mirvac in the state of Queensland and 
was responsible for the success of a range of large scale multi-awarded projects. In 2008 he was 
appointed Chairman, Development for Queensland, United Kingdom and the United Arab Emirates, 
and in this international role was responsible for the property sector in both the UK and UAE. He has 



 

extensive expertise across all aspects of property development with a strong focus on urban 
renewal.  
 
Mr Freeman holds a number of other prominent Board positions as follows:  
 
Current 

 Chair, Queensland Symphony Orchestra (Commences in January 2018) 
 Chair, Queensland Performing Arts Centre 

 Federal Member, Major Performing Arts Panel 
 Member, Urban Futures Board Brisbane City Council 
 Non-Executive Director, Brisbane Airport Corporation 

 Non-Executive Director, Sunland Group Ltd 
 Chair, Property Advisory Committee – Economic Development Queensland 
 Adjunct Professor, University of Queensland 

 
Past 

 Chair, Watpac Ltd 
 Chair, Major Brisbane Festivals Ltd 

 Adjunct Professor, University of Queensland, Faculty of Engineering, Physical Sciences and 
Architecture and the Faculty of Business, Economics and Law 

 Director, TransLink Ltd 
 Director, Mirvac Subsidiaries Australia 

 Executive Chair, Mirvac UAE and UK 
 Member Q20, Federal Government appointed group of high level business, community and 

government representatives tasked with maximising the benefits of Australia’s presidency 
of the Group of 20 (G20) in 2014 

 Chapter Chair, Australia Business Arts Foundation (AbaF) 
 Member, Queensland Conservatorium Griffith University Advisory Council 

 President, Urban Development Institute of Australia (Queensland) 
 Director, Tennis Queensland Ltd 

 Chairman, The Australian Finance Conference – Queensland Division 
 Federal Representative, The Australian Finance Conference 

 Executive Director, Sunland Group Ltd 
 
- ends - 
 
For further media information please contact: 
Rehaneh de Kretser, Tennis Australia, rdekretser@tennis.com.au, 0466 376 803 
 

mailto:rdekretser@tennis.com.au

